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Code of Conduct

Every student at the Philly Improv Theater Training Center has a right to learn in a respectful,
supportive, and accountable environment.

Creative work requires trust, support, and mutual respect. Our first responsibility is to help
create the conditions where students can learn, take creative risks, collaborate, and perform.

PHIT does not shy away from complex or controversial subject matter, and students have the
right to express themselves creatively without unnecessary censorship or judgment.

At the same time, all class content — including but not limited to material involving race, gender,
gender expression, sexuality, age, body image, religion, politics, police, disability, substance
use, addiction, recovery, or other lived experiences — must be handled with care, intelligence,
empathy, and creative purpose. These topics should never be used in the spirit of hurtfulness,
mockery, or dehumanization.

If a student is uncomfortable with subject matter displayed, performed, referenced, or assigned
in class, they may pause or step away in the moment, raise the concern with their instructor, or
contact the Education Director or another member of PHIT Senior Leadership.

Separate from the Student Handbook, Philly Improv Theater maintains a Discrimination and
Harassment Prevention Policy, which may be accessed on our website.

To help create a respectful, open, and accountable creative environment, students are expected
to follow the conduct standards listed below.

Inappropriate class conduct includes, but is not limited to:

e Engaging in discriminatory behavior toward other students, instructors, PHIT staff, guest
instructors, or guest performers based on sex/gender, race, national origin, ancestry,
color, religion, age, genetic information, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation,
education status, socio-economic status, disability, use of a guide or support animal, or
relationship to a person with a disability.

PHIT recognizes that improvised, theatrical, and creative work may sometimes include
verbal or non-verbal expression related to protected characteristics or difficult subject
matter. Such expression may be permitted when it is connected to the theme, context,
satire, commentary, or artistic purpose of the work and is not used in a way that is
intentionally hurtful, mocking, harassing, dehumanizing, or devoid of literary, artistic, or
political value.

e |nappropriate verbal, physical, or sexual conduct with other students, guest instructors,
guest performers, PHIT staff, or the class instructor.


https://phillyimprovtheater.com/wp-content/uploads/PHIT_Training_Center_Student_Handbook_Revised_May_2026_v3-1.pdf
https://phillyimprovtheater.com/wp-content/uploads/PHIT-Comedy-Discrimination-and-Harassment-Prevention-Policy-Fall-2022.pdf
https://phillyimprovtheater.com/wp-content/uploads/PHIT-Comedy-Discrimination-and-Harassment-Prevention-Policy-Fall-2022.pdf

e Consumption of drugs, alcohol, or tobacco products, including e-cigarettes, during class.
e Participating in class or class performance under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol.

e Destruction of the physical classroom space, including but not limited to ceilings, walls,
floors, chairs, lights, doors, and other Training Center property.

e Bringing uninvited guests to class.
e Eating in class when not on a break, except when medically necessary.

e Talking or otherwise pulling the attention of others while the instructor is talking or while
classmates are performing.

e Giving notes to other students on their performance.

e Using electronics in class, including audio and/or video recording devices and cellular
phones. This includes reading or writing text messages or emails, or using the internet in
class.

Inappropriate conduct will not be tolerated and may result in removal from class and a failing
grade at the discretion of PHIT. No refund or credit will be issued to students who are removed
from a class due to conduct.

Students who wish to appeal their removal from class should follow the appeals process
outlined in the PHIT Student Handbook.
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